APPENDIX  II
ZOOLOGICAL   NOTE

BY W. T. CALMAN, F.R.S.

ARABIA, lying as it does on the borders of three of the
great zoological provinces into which the world is divided,
presents problems of particular interest to the zoo-
geographer. Collections of animals from this region are, there-
fore, of value for the light which they throw on these problems.
It is for this reason, and not because of the possible discoveries
of new species, that the arrival of Mr. Thomas's collections was
eagerly awaited at the Museum.

Mr. Thomas's two journeys have, however, additional interest,
since he traversed the unknown Rub' al Khali and the Qara
Mountains, from which latter region, as far as I know, only one
collection of natural history objects had previously been brought
home. In 1890 Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Bent made an expedition
into the Qara Mountains and brought back a collection of plants
and lizards. The latter were described by Dr. John Anderson in
his Herpetolo-gy of Arabia ^ 1896.

From other parts of Southern Arabia the British Museum
has received a number of collections from residents and travellers.
From the region of Aden we have collections made by Colonel
J. W. Yerbury and Messrs. A. B. Percival and W. Dodson.
In the Yemen the well-known traveller, Wyman Bury, found
time to make extensive collections during his several journeys,
and from further north Mr. Philby has sent many interesting
specimens. From Muscat we have received collections of con-
siderable interest from Sir Percy Cox, Surgeon-General A. S.
Jayakar, Colonel S. B. Miles and Dr. G. M. Lees, while more
recently, Major R. E. Cheesman has brought back a collection
of exceptional interest from Hofuf and the Jabrin Oasis.

From this enumeration it will be evident that Mr. Thomas's
collections go to fill up the largest blank remaining in the zoo-
geographic map of Arabia.
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